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Living our Faith 

The geographical references in today’s readings from Isaiah and Matthew are 

significant. The lands of Zebulun and Naphtali were the territories of the northern-

most tribes of Israel In 721 BC, the Assyrians invaded these regions and destroyed 

the Northern Kingdom of Israel. Later, in 587 BC, the Babylonians destroyed the 

Southern Kingdom of Judah, sending the population into exile. Matthew uses these 

geographical allusions deliberately to teach that Jesus’ public ministry inaugurates 

the restoration of God’s kingdom where it was first extinguished. Jesus brings 

God’s light and salvation into these areas of desolation, fulfilling the prophet 

Isaiah’s hope: “The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; upon 

those who dwelt in the land of gloom a light has shone”. 

Jesus enters Galilee with the challenge: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven 

is at hand”. Jesus proclaims his intention to inaugurate God’s kingdom. He issues a 

call to enter a new relationship with God by undergoing a change of heart. 

Jesus invites two sets of brothers, Peter and Andrew and James and John, to 

follow him. His call comes amid their daily occupations. They respond promptly 

by abandoning their ordinary activities and redirecting their lives to a new way of 

service to the Lord and the establishment of his kingdom. 

Jesus’ call comes to each of us in our everyday activities. In baptism, we are 

called to recognize that “the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”. In our daily lives we 

experience Jesus’ presence and witness that we are followers. 

 

Questions: This gospel is full of place names, reminding us that Jesus’s ministry 

happened in a real place. Reflect on the places in your life, those you have called 

home and those you have left behind. How have they formed you into the disciple 

you are today? 
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Don’t just admire the saints—befriend them 

Saints aren’t just spiritual advisers. They can also be personal friends. 

TOM MCGANN, C.M.F. 

“Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, 

let us . . . run with perseverance the race that is set before us.” 

(Heb. 12:1–2) 

The saints are my friends. I turn to them for advice, strength, and direction. For 

example, I recently scurried through books looking for a reading from St. Teresa 

Benedicta of the Cross (i.e., Edith Stein). I found two, but neither had an impact on 

me. The next day, just before morning Mass, I opened a book and there it was, a 

perfect quote. Teresa heard my prayer! 

The apocryphal Infancy Gospel of James says that when Mary was 6 months old, 

her parents, Anna and Joachim, “turned her bedroom into a sanctuary.” My 

childhood home was like that. Every room had a crucifix. Every window had a 

small statue of St. Joseph. 

One time I stopped by my house with several kids from my parish. My mom 

offered us some soda. Our ice maker in the fridge was broken, and instead of 

making cylinders of ice, it made wafers. The kids whispered to one another, “Even 

their ice looks like communion wafers.” 

My personal acquaintance with the saints began when I was less than a year old. 

After World War II, one of my mom’s army chaplains, a Franciscan friar, would 

stop at our house on his way from New York to Washington, D.C. He would hold 

me in his arms, put his skullcap on me, and talk to me about being a priest. 

In elementary school, I was fascinated by St. Francis of Assisi. Reading his 

biography, I learned he used scripture to guide his life. I figured if he could, then 

so would I. I began modeling my life after his. I eventually took Francis as my 

confirmation name. 

https://uscatholic.org/authors/tom-mcgann-c-m-f/


l 

In middle school, I considered my name: Tom. I was named Thomas Anthony after 

my father. But when I thought about St. Thomas the apostle, I decided he was 

weak. Since my initials are T. A., I decided St. Thomas Aquinas was a better fit. I 

was good in school and desired to be a scholar. Like Thomas Aquinas, I wanted to 

seek God through philosophy and theology. 

I grew up in a parish named St. Thérèse of the Child Jesus. Growing up, I never 

knew much about her. But in seminary I had a dream one night that I was 

following a beautiful young woman down a path. She had long reddish-blond hair. 

She wouldn’t turn around in my dream, but I knew I loved her. But who was she? I 

forced myself to repeat the dream the following night, but she wouldn’t turn 

around. After the third attempt, I gave up. 

About 10 years after my dream, I learned that Thérèse had long reddish-blond hair. 

I later discovered she received a springer spaniel as a confirmation gift and named 

the dog Tom. I was amazed: I loved springers but since one of my sisters was 

allergic to long-haired dogs, we never had one. This confirmed for me that the 

young woman I was following in my dream was Thérèse. 

Later in life I looked again at Thomas the apostle. Now I found in his questioning 

my own need to question and doubt. Thomas is a saint for our time. When so many 

question the truths we affirm, the institutions that support us, and the multiple 

paths that lie before us, I find in Thomas a role model. Placing his hand in the side 

of Christ, he found the rock that rooted him to go forward. 

Francis gave me an approach to scripture. Thomas Aquinas encouraged me to 

explore the extent of my intellect. Thérèse taught me to surrender to the leading of 

the Spirit. And Thomas helped me question what I was taught and keep seeking 

until I placed my own hand in the side of Christ living among us today. 

 

 

 

Readings for this Weekend – January 22nd 

Isaiah 8:23-9:3 

1 Corinthians 1:10-13, 17 

Matthew 4:12-23 

Readings for next Weekend – January 29th 

Zephaniah 2:3, 3:12-13 

1 Corinthians 1:26-31 

Matthew 5:1-12a 

 

Donations for last Weekend – January 15th 

Regular collection:  $1,991 

THANK YOU! 
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We continue to pray for peace in the troubled areas of our world, and in 

particular, we pray for the people of the Ukraine and all those affected by the  

We join our Holy Father in his prayer intentions for January 2023 –For educators- 

We pray that educators may be credible witnesses, teaching fraternity rather than 

competition and helping the youngest and most vulnerable above all. 

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK AND THOSE IN NEED 

If you would like to add a name to our prayer list, contact the Parish office. 

We kindly ask that you do not request a name to be included without the express 

consent of the person for whom you are requesting prayer. While the request may 

be very well-intentioned, we want to respect people’s right to privacy. 

We ask for prayer for Charles Thomas and his ministry, Betty and Robert 

Friedland, Kathryn Jones and her family, Brian and Maria Cosgrove,  

Richard Rakin, Andrew Mikulski, Rod Baumert, Todd Conklin, Jean Van Lowe 

 

PRAYERS FOR THE DEARLY DEPARTED 

We lovingly remember in prayer all our deceased family members, friends, and 

parishioners and in particular:  

Gary Tempel, Jim Jensen, Bridget Hinkle, Det. Sgt. Frank Gualdino,  

Pope Benedict XVI, Arianna Toscano, Maureen Stiene 
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DAY OF PRAYER FOR THE LEGAL PROTECTION OF THE UNBORN 

The General Instruction of the Roman Missal, no. 373, designates January 22 as a 

particular day of prayer and penance, called the  

“Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection of Unborn Children”:  

In all the Dioceses of the United States of America, January 22 (or January 23, 

when January 22 falls on a Sunday) shall be observed as a particular day of prayer 

for the full restoration of the legal guarantee of the right to life and of penance for 

violations to the dignity of the human person committed through acts of abortion. 

 

 
 

 

WINTER FOOD AND DRINK DRIVE: SPONSORED BY OUR REP 
Now through Sunday, February 5th, we will be accepting donations of the 

following items for our Parish Food Pantry: 

Cereal, Canned Soup, Coffee, Tea and Hot Cocoa 

If you would like to participate, simply place your donation (of any of the items 

listed above) on the table at the back of the Church.   

There will also be a box in the St. Peter’s School building. 

 

TEEN INTERVENE 

If you are aware of teens who experience mild to moderate problems associated 

with substance use, the Teen Intervene program is a program that would benefit 

them. The goals of the Teen Intervene sessions are to help reduce or eliminate 

alcohol or drug use, provide education around alcohol, nicotine, marijuana, and 

other drugs, and provide referrals to further help if needed.  

This is a free, virtual program.   

Contact: Teenintervene@adapp.org or call 845-561-3633 x47. 

 

ATTENTION, SINGLE CATHOLICS 

A Dating Retreat and Study Series for single Catholics!  

NCSC is hosting a FREE online Dating Retreat with guest speaker Fr. Robert 

Spitzer (January 27 & 28). Currently over 400 single Catholics from around the 

world are registered and we’re expecting 500+. Don’t miss the opportunity to meet 

other like-minded singles and go deeper in your faith! 

Starting the week of February 6th, NCSC will also be hosting a 6-week study 

series - “Relationship Ready: A Single Catholic’s Roadmap to Marriage” that will 

cover topics such as the meaning of love, communication, conflict 

resolution, male/female complementarity and much more.  

mailto:Teenintervene@adapp.org
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To sign up for these programs, visit NationalCatholicSingles.com 

 

 
 

 

Saturday evenings at 7 PM: Mass in Spanish  

 

Sunday mornings at 10 AM: Mass in English **  

 

Sunday evenings at 4:00 PM: Mass in English  

 

Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays at 8:30 AM: (Mass in English)  

 

**We will continue to livestream our Sunday morning Mass on 

Facebook. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://nationalcatholicsinglesconference.msnd26.com/tracking/lc/529a3e59-091a-49de-907a-8430acba711a/32d6d4a4-6ddb-4027-87df-ddc9aafa9237/5f438317-912b-4835-bdbb-8cf0d0ae5ef2/
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